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STORIES 


The  Way  Back  to  Now 


(Li  Min  Mo  is  a  storyteller,  writer  and  artist  living 
in  Cambridge.  She  will  perform  "Night  River  -  The 
Healing  Power  of  Memory"  Dec.  14  at  7:30  p.m.  at 
Club  Passim  in  Cambridge.) 


When  my  daughter  was  4  years  old  I  decid¬ 
ed  I  wanted  to  stud}'  theater  because  I 
wanted  to  learn  how  to  speak  English.  I 
wanted  to  get  out  of  my  so  called  cocoon  and  over¬ 
come  my  inhibitions.  Storytelling  came  right  out 
of  doing  theater  in  the  late  1970s. 

In  1982  I  auditioned  for  the  Mass  Cultural 
Council  and  got  accepted  into  their  roster  of 
storytellers  who  would  visit  schools.  In  those 
days  they  had  a  very  classical  audition 
process.  As  usual  I  was  ignorant,  but  igno¬ 
rance  has  actually  been  my  savior.  I  went 
there  to  audition  and  I  saw  ballet  dancers 
come  out  of  the  audition  room;  I  saw  cello 
players  come  out,  and  I  said,  Oh  my  god,  I’m 
not  a  classically  trained  person,  what’s  going 
to  happen  to  me?  And  I  went  into  this  huge 
dance  room,  and  there  was  a  row  of  men 
judges  sitting  at  a  big  long  table.  It  was  like 
a  movie.  And  they  were  all  sitting  looking 
very  wooden  and  stiff.  And  I  said,  OK,  I’m 
going  to  die  today.  These  judges  are  going  to 
kill  me  and  that  is  it.  I  will  not  be  able  to 
crawl  out  of  this  room. 

And  I  started  praying  for  the  first  time, 
very  deeply,  speaking  to  my  ancestors  and 
calling  them  And  I  said,  Oh  I  don’t  know  how 
to  speak  in  Chinese;  I  don’t  know  how  to  do 
that  kind  of  language  in  Chinese;  I  said  I’m 
going  to  speak  to  them  in  English  because 

they’re  going  to  hear  me.  And  so  basically  _ 

when  I’m  performing  the  story,  the  whole 
underlying  subtext  was  my  great-grandfather,  my 
great-grandmother.  I  was  saying:  Please  hold  me, 
keep  me,  I  am  weak,  don’t  abandon  me,  tell  me 
how  to  move  every  single  second,  because  these 
people  are  going  to  kill  me  (laughs).  That’s  all.  I 
put  myself  right  there  on  the  battle  front.  I’m  just 
praying  with  all  the  might  I  can  muster.  I  had 
never  prayed  my  whole  life.  But  again,  innocence 
helped  me;  I  was  totally  sincere.  The  result  was 
that  I  saw  one  judge,  a  black  man,  smiling.  I  don’t 
think  he  was  supposed  to  do  that.  I  broke  one  per¬ 
son  out  of  the  five  or  six  judges  there.  He  was  smil¬ 
ing,  he  was  nodding;  I  said,  I  have  made  god  open 
his  eyes.  So  I  knew  I  didn’t  care  whether  I  had 
passed  that  audition  or  not.  Three  days  later  they 
called  me  and  said  I  had  been  accepted  as  a  story¬ 
teller  to  get  funded  by  the  state.  It  was  very  big  in 
those  days. 

I  think  it’s  not  so  much  the  moral  in  tales  which 
I  communicate  through  my  stories.  I  think  it’s 
more  about  my  enthusiasm  for  life,  my  excitement 
about  living.  That’s  what  kids  get  out  of  seeing 
me.  I  am  not  afraid  to  express  my  total  love,  my 
excitement  at  seeing  you,  at  seeing  her,  and  just 
being  here.  It’s  just  so  exciting  that  we’re  alive 
and  are  being  delighted  by  whatever  activity  we 
do.  As  an  artist  you  already  see  things  as  a  whole; 
you  don’t  just  see  the  parts.  That’s  the  good  thing 
about  art. 

What  creates  that  enthusiasm?  Well  there  has 
been  a  lot  of  tragedy  in  my  life.  My  father  was 
dragged  away  by  the  Communists  right  in  front  of 
my  eyes  in  Shangahi  when  I  was  a  little  child.  My 
mother  passed  away  after  struggling  with  cancer 
for  a  couple  of  years.  My  daughter  had  spinal 
meningitis  when  she  was  only  1  year  old  and  we 
had  to  rush  her  to  the  hospital.  We  saved  her  just 
in  tune.  One  time  I  was  walking  through  the  snow 
when  a  manhole  cover  blew  three  stories  into  the 
sky.  Snow  and  salt  went  into  a  gas  vent  and  the 
vent  blew  up  just  as  I  was  walking  by.  Before  I 
stepped  on  it  I  heard  a  voice  saying:  Don’t  step  on 
it.  So  I  walked  around  it.  People  thought  I  was 
dead.  They  heard  this  loud  explosion.  I  guess  what 
I’m  really  trying  to  say  is  that  tragedy  teaches  you 
not  to  dwell  on  things.  Move  forward.  And  if  you 
are  always  present  and  moving  forward  you  can 
be  saved.  I  think  people  suffer  because  they’re 
constantly  thinking  about  the  last  moment  rather 
than  now.  It’s  very  hard,  but  it’s  a  Zen  teaching. 

When  I  was  a  kid,  every  tune  something  bad 
happened  and  I  was  in  the  middle  of  feeling  real¬ 
ly  sad  and  miserable  something  incredible  would 
happen.  For  example,  we  had  been  moving  around 
and  we  finally  moved  into  this  new  house  in 
Taiwan  in  the  middle  of  a  rice  paddy.  I  didn’t  have 


any  friends;  I  didn’t  know  the  neighbors.  It  was 
very  weird  moving  from  Hong  Kong,  where  there 
were  many  high-rise  buildings,  to  this  totally  open 
space,  to  a  house  surrounded  by  rice  paddies.  I 
think  it  was  pretty  sad.  But  one  morning  I  woke 
up  at  maybe  4  or  5  with  the  rooster  crowing.  I 
looked  out  my  window  and  saw  a  beautiful  large 
crane  there.  And  just  that  itself  was  a  form  of 
awakening.  I’m  constantly  being  woken.  Other 
people  call  it  an  epiphany.  But  that  was  just  being 
woken  by  life.  Just  when  I  was  totally  drowning, 
bang,  blast,  I  am  somewhere  else,  yet  I  am  here.  I 
was  constantly  being  brought  back  to  here. 


Li  Min  Mo  with  her  sculpture  in  her  Cambridge  home.  R.  O'Malley  photo 
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't  definitely  was  very  difficult  for  me  when  I 
was  an  adult  to  get  back  to  that  space.  How  did 
.1  get  back  to  it?  It  was  through  experiencing 
more  tragedy.  I  remember  right  after  the  fire  (in 
her  Cambridge  home),  I  would  just  say,  Oh  my 
god,  this  is  it.  What  are  we  going  to  do?  We  don’t 
have  any  place  to  five.  We’ll  probably  have  to  go  to 
a  Salvation  Army  shelter.  The  house  was  all 
boarded  up  with  plywood.  But  we  decided  to  move 
back  in.  I  remember  I  really  didn’t  want  to  be  in 
this  box  covered  with  plywood  but  we  decided  it 
would  be  better  to  be  here  rather  than  go  to  a 
strange  motel.  This  is  the  place  where  we  felt  most 
comfortable  even  though  it’s  all  boarded  up. 

So  I  remember  there  were  all  these  buckets 
along  the  wall  because  there  was  a  big  hole  in  the 
roof.  And  I  would  hear  the  sound  of  the  water 
dropping  into  all  these  buckets.  The  snow  was 
melting  down  and  dropping  into  these  buckets. 
And  I  remembered  reading  about  the  water  clock, 
the  ancient  Chinese  way  of  measuring  time.  I  felt 
like,  OK,  what  else  can  I  do  but  measure  time  with 
each  drop:  bing,  bing,  bing.  I  wake  up  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  night  and  feel  I’m  at  the  end  of  the  world 
and  suddenly  I  hear  in  every  corner  of  the  room: 
bing  bing,  bing,  bing  bing,  bing.  I  said,  OK,  I’m 
here.  The  bing,  bing,  bing  is  a  very  tragic  bing 
bing  bing,  but  it’s  telling  me  I’m  here.  That  place 
of  now.  I’m  constantly  being  yanked  there  with  my 
feet  kicking.  It’s  like  the  way  a  Zen  teacher  will 
sometime  hit  you  with  a  stick.  I’m  constantly 
being  hit.  So  there  were  always  these  things  to 
pull  me  out.  And  they  were  not  what  other  people 
might  call  miraculous  (laughs),  but  those  were  the 
moments  that  would  save  me. 

My  fife  in  a  lot  of  ways  has  taught  me  that 
everything  could  go  up  in  smoke.  All  my  art  work 
was  binned  in  the  fire.  My  life  in  a  lot  of  ways  is  a 
big  long  teaching  that  I  cannot  get  away  from.  If  I 
had  a  cozy  life,  and  had  a  lot  of  angels  who  were 
helping  me  out  all  the  time  I  probably  would  not 
have  arrived  at  this  place.  I  would  say  that  wis¬ 
dom  does  come  in  the  most  difficult  manner.  And 
also  in  a  surprising  manner.  If  I’ve  gotten  wiser 
it’s  because  I  have  lived  a  bitter  life  but  yet  I  don’t 
want  to  be  bitter.  What’s  the  point?  That’s  how  I 
got  to  this  place.  It’s  not  by  choice.  It’s  my  karma 
to  be  saved  again  and  again,  every  time. 

I’m  a  non-practicing  Buddhist  but  my  writing 
and  my  art  really  express  my  Buddhist  faith  It’s 
constantly  looking  for  the  line  between  sympathy 
and  compassion.  Compassion  is  really  complete 
acceptance  of  a  lot  of  things,  and  sympathy  is  just 
a  matter  feeling  sorry  for  others’  misfortunes.  To 
be  hiunan  we  should  at  least  have  the  courtesy  of 


feeling  sympathy  but  compassion  actually  comes 
from  work,  from  practice,  from  really  under¬ 
standing  human  suffering,  the  human  dilemma 
So  I  work  on  it,  just  like  I  work  on  writing  I  say 
writing  is  the  last  lesson.  I  have  to  learn  how  to  do 
it  whether  I  like  it  or  not.  It’s  like  beating  that  lit¬ 
tle  wooden  fish  that  the  Buddhists  beat.  The  fish 
is  based  on  the  story  of  Tan  Seng  who  goes  to 
India  to  get  the  Buddhist  teachings.  On  his  way 
back  the  teachings  get  swallowed  by  this  big  fish. 
They  keep  hitting  the  big  fish’s  head  and  eventu¬ 
ally  retrieve  all  of  the  teachings  except  one.  Now 
they  have  to  beat  the  wooden  fish  head  to  get  the 
last  teaching.  I  think  the  metaphor  is  won¬ 
derful  because  you’re  probably  never  going  to 
get  that  last  teaching.  It’s  almost  like,  if  you 
did  get  it  you  wouldn’t  be  sitting  here;  you’d 
be  floating  up  there  somewhere.  I’m  just  sit¬ 
ting  here  beating  on  a  wooden  fish  head. 
That’s  what  writing  is  to  me. 


y  monologue  is  about  my  being 
depressed  for  a  long  long  time,  start¬ 
ing  from  the  70s  when  I  got  pregnant 
and  had  the  baby.  It’s  about  not  really  feeling 
like  I  had  a  place  in  the  world  and  feeling 
like  I  couldn’t  get  up  in  the  morning  or  real¬ 
ly  do  anything.  Except  the  children  make  you 
perform  your  everyday  chores,  which  sort  of 
puts  you  in  an  almost  monastic  routine.  You 
had  to  do  those  things.  Reading  them  the 
same  nighttime  children’s  stories  for  a  whole 
year  became  like  a  mantra.  It’s  comforting. 

Then  I  got  into  cooking  professionally.  I 
call  that  the  alchemy  of  all  the  elements. 
Now  you  can  feel  comfortable.  Now  you’re 
not  going  to  get  up  every  morning  and  cry. 
Now  can  you  start  working  on  the  alchemy  of 
the  elements.  And  vou  know  that  if  vou  feel 


all 
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really  bad  or  sad  your  food  is  going  to  make  some¬ 
one  get  sick.  So  you  had  to  feel  sort  of  together  and 
respect  all  of  the  ingredients  and  be  very  patient. 

And  then  I  move  on  to  my  body.  The  theater 
training  is  really  about  my  body.  You  can  take 
care  of  other  people;  now  you  can  start  taking  care 
of  yourself;  you  can  start  respecting  your  body  and 
learning  that  your  body  is  not  just  you;  it’s  the 
house  where  your  soul  is  and  the  house  where 
your  ancestors  are.  I  didn’t  know  that  until  I  went 
to  every  part  of  my  body  and  was  suddenly 
touched  by  my  ancestors.  It  finally  ends  with  the 
body.  By  working  with  the  body  I’m  working  with 
everything,  with  the  past,  the  future,  the  present; 
that’s  what  the  body  is  all  about. 

What  I  learned  is  there’s  so  much  poetry,  so 
much  story,  so  much  language  in  your  body.  And 
you’re  just  so  afraid  of  it  but  there’s  nothing  to 
fear.  Your  body  codifies  everything.  When  I  was  a 
kid  I  used  to  love  to  climb  trees.  I  had  a  totally 
fearless  body  which  I  no  longer  seem  to  think  I 
have.  The  minute  I  bring  that  memory  back,  I 
have  that  strength  again.  It’s  not  memory  per  se. 
It’s  that  emotion;  it’s  that  strength  you  used  to 
have;  it’s  the  muscles,  the  nerves,  the  reactions; 
it’s  an  entire  being. 

When  I  was  a  child  I  had  the  fearlessness  of  a 
hunter.  Fearlessness  is  very  important  for  an 
artist  and  for  any  person.  I  had  this  fearless  qual¬ 
ity  inside  me  but  there  were  always  those 
tragedies  and  terrible  things  constantly  squashing 
that  sense  of  fearlessness.  You  can  become  totally 
squashed  and  unable  to  rise  up  from  that. 
Sometimes  tragedy  doesn’t  have  to  be  the  big 
tragedy.  I  happened  to  go  through  a  global 
tragedy,  but  a  lot  of  people  just  have  their  tiny 
town  tragedies.  They’re  all  damaging  for  a  child. 
They’re  not  equal  because  the  way  people  react  to 
them  is  different.  Some  people  lose  10  teeth  and 
they’re  still  jolly.  Some  people  just  get  a  scrape 
and  they’re  crying  for  days.  Some  people  get  lucky. 
Nothing  ever  allowed  me  to  sail  through  it  easily. 

The  monologue  ends  with  my  reclaiming  those 
stories.  It’s  finding  a  way  to  root  myself.  The  sto¬ 
ries  will  help  me  root  myself,  whether  my  own  sto¬ 
ries  cr  my  uncle’s  stories  or  my  grandma’s  stories. 
They’ll  help  me  know  where  I  belong,  where  I  am 
standing.  It’s  finding  that  place,  finding  a  home  in 
that  place.  It’s  very  hard  Because  we  are  attached 
to  a  lot  of  little  things  and  we  can’t  let  ourselves  be 
free  to  take  this  journey.  This  journey  to  here,  to 
where  you’re  supposed  to  be,  returning  to  the 
knowledge  that  this  is  everything,  this  is  your 
past,  this  is  your  future,  and  you  can  own  it. 

-Interview  by  Robert  O'Malley 
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INTERVIEW 


Telling  It  as  It  Is  in  China 


By  Cecilia  Wong 

Journalist  Hui  Yin  and  her  son  Wuxhen  are 
living  together  for  the  first  time,  but  they  had 
to  leave  China  to  do  it. 

The  only  reason  they  can  five  together  now  is 
that  Yin,  a  Chinese  TV  journalist  and  writer  affil¬ 
iated  with  China  Central  Television  (CCTV)  in 
Beijing,  has  been  spending  the  year  as  a  Nieman 
Fellow  at  Harvard,  where  she  is  studying  media 
policies  and  American  journalistic  practices. 

Because  of  China’s  one  child  per  family  policy, 
Yin’s  10-year-old  son  has  never  been  able  to  stay 
with  his  mother  and  12-year-old  sister,  Wuao. 
Wuxhen  was  recently  under  the  care  of  his  grand¬ 
father  in  China,  but  for  most  of  his  formative 
years  he  was  passed  from  family  to  family.  Yin 
says  she  paid  a  woman  in  China  to  look  after  him. 
Her  son  was  able  to  join  her  in  America  two 
months  ago  because  Yin  had  registered  him  as  his 
sister’s  twin  brother.  In  his  passport,  Wuxhen  has 
the  same  birthday  as  his  12-year-old  sister. 

Yin’s  story  is  not  an  uncommon  one  in  China. 
Under  an  autocratic  Communist  regime,  a  simple 
affair  such  as  deciding  how  many  children  to  have 
becomes  the  business  of  the  state.  In  China,  it’s 
the  government,  not  the  citizens,  that  has  ulti¬ 
mate  control  over  many  important  details  of  daily 
life.  Government  control  isn’t  a  new  issue  for 
Ying.  As  a  journalist  she  knows  all  too  well  that 
freedom  of  the  press  in  China  has  often  been  vio¬ 
lated  -  and  continues  to  be  violated  -  by  censor¬ 
ship 

According  to  Yin,  TV  stations  have  mushroomed 
across  China,  particularly  after  the  economic 
reforms  of  1993,  when  it  became  possible  for  sta¬ 
tion  operators  to  make  money.  “Advertising  and 
commercials  were  unheard  of  15  years  ago,”  Yin 
said.  “But  now,  commercials  have  become  a  new 
source  of  revenue  for  TV  and  radio  programming. 
TV  and  radio  stations  no  longer  have  to  rely  sole¬ 
ly  on  government-funding.” 

Yin  said  most  of  the  improvements  in  program¬ 
ming  have  been  motivated  by  profits.  “If  there’s 
no  money,  they  won’t  change  anything,”  said  Yin, 
who  notes  that  there  are  no  privately  held  TVor 
radio  stations  in  the  country. 

“How  can  you  tell  whether  there  are  political 
changes  taking  place  in  China?”  she  asked,  rhetor¬ 
ically. 

“The  day  when  China  begins  to  have  its  first 
independent  newspaper,  an  independent  maga¬ 
zine,  an  independent  radio  station,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  an  independent  TV  station,  then  you’ll 
know  that  there  are  real  changes  in  China,”  Yin 
said. 


Yin  said  the  quality  of  TV  programming  has 
improved  steadily  within  a  relatively  short 
period  of  time  in  China,  despite  the  fact  that 
it’s  one  of  the  most  tightly  controlled  sectors  of 
national  fife.  But  certain  practices  in  TV  journal¬ 
ism  remained  unchanged.  The  7  p.m.  news,  which 
is  watched  by  almost  everyone,  continues  to  sound 
more  like  the  reading  of  a  laundry  list  than  a 
Western-style  news  program.  Moreover,  she  con¬ 
tinues,  news  stories  do  not  involve  research, 
reporting,  interviewing,  or  interpreting. 

The  language  of  much  television  news  content  is 
also  a  problem,  she  says.  The  meaning  of  five 
speeches  by  top  leaders  and  officials  are  often  dif¬ 
ficult  to  understand  because  much  of  their  content 
is  obscured  by  “bureaucratic  speak,”  Yin  said.  The 
most  you  can  get  out  of  it  is  a  superficial  sense  of 
the  speaker’s  “friendliness,”  “warmth,”  or  “cold¬ 
ness,”  she  noted. 

The  noon-time  news  format,  however,  has  been 
changing  over  the  last  couple  of  years.  The  new 
format  is  based  on  the  order  of  importance  of  the 
day’s  international  and  national  events.  Before 
that,  she  notes,  events  about  China  always  took 
precedence  over  events  occurring  in  other  coun¬ 
tries.  The  noon-time  news  segment  is  aired  three 
times  a  day. 

Prime-time  evening  and  nightly  TV  program¬ 
ming  tend  to  be  entertainment-oriented,  Yin  said. 
For  one  thing,  it’s  easier  for  the  station  to  raise 
money  from  this  kind  of  show.  Also,  shows  on  par¬ 
ties  and  social  gatherings  are  much  simpler  to 
produce,  she  added 

Yin  lamented  the  fact  that  so  many  people  are 
watching  the  same  show  every  night,  even  if  its  of 
poor  quality.  For  example,  she  said,  10  years  ago 
a  show  called  “Around  the  World”  attracted  as 
many  as  800  million  viewers  “I  d  think  this 
would  be  a  significant  number  for  US  commercial 
networks,  but  it’s  not  unusual  to  have  an  audience 


of  this  size  in  China,”  she  added. 

According  to  Yin,  she  and  other  producers  intro¬ 
duced  a  news  magazine  show  on  CCTV  in  1993 
called  “Oriental  Horizon,”  which  began  broadcast¬ 
ing  in  the  fall  of  1993.  It  aired  three  times  a  week 
on  CCTVs  three  major  channels. 

“Oriental  Horizon”  represents  a  major  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  rules  of  complete  government  con¬ 
trol  and  financing,  Yin  said.  The  shows  were  sup¬ 
ported  entirely  by  revenues  from  advertising  and 
their  finances  were  kept  separate  from  CCTV’s 
central  government  funding.  For  the  first  time 
talents  from  outside  the  official  pool  were  hired  on 
a  contractual  basis.  This  represented  a  major 
change  from  the  past  practice  of  hiring  life-long 
employees  whose  allegiance  was  to  the 
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Communist  Party  of  China  (CPA). 

When  the  show  was  finally  approved,  Yin,  along 
with  three  other  young  producers,  was  hired  to 
develop  a  program  plan.  As  producer  and  writer, 
Yin  was  responsible  for  selecting  news  topics, 
interviewing  subjects,  writing  scripts,  and  editing. 
Unlike  the  format  of  earlier  shows,  the  news  mag¬ 
azine  format  adopts  a  fresh  approach  to  news  cov¬ 
erage  that  requires  research,  reporting,  interview¬ 
ing,  and  interpreting.  “We  presented  profiles  and 
stories  on  ordinary  people  and  their  fives  from 
first  hand  research  and  interviews,”  Yin  wrote  in 
her  Nieman  application.  “The  show  opened  the 
door  for  real  news  and  investigative  reporting,  a 
totally  new  concept  for  Chinese  audiences.” 

“Although  Oriental  Horizon  is  a  major  step 
away  from  pure  CPA  propaganda,  it’s  still  very 
timid  as  it  was  difficult  to  report  on  hard  news  or 
anything  that  might  be  construed  as  politically 
controversial,”  Yin  wrote. 

Because  there  had  been  little  or  no  exposure  to 
Western  topics,  thoughts,  or  practices  on  CCTV, 
Yin  proposed  a  show  called  Global  Cinema  in 
1994.  The  show  would  use  entertainment  to 
broadcast  information  on  Western  culture.  It 
would  feature  new  films  from  overseas,  film  retro¬ 
spectives,  discussions  of  film  technique,  and 
interviews  with  directors,  movie  stars,  and  film 
critics.  The  proposal  didn’t  get  through  the  CCTV 
censor  ,  so  Yin  took  her  pitch  to  Beijing  TV  (BTV). 
As  a  local  station  with  more  flexibility,  BTV  final¬ 
ly  agreed  to  produce  the  show. 

A  90-minute  magazine  show,  Global  Cinema 
was  aired  every  weekend  in  Beijing  and  broadcast 
by  38  affiliated  TV  stations  around  China.  The 
show  quickly  became  a  great  hit  among  young 
people  in  Beijing.  To  get  around  censorship,  “we 
deliberately  mixed  officially  approved  works  with 
banned  ones,”  Yin  wrote.  “We  also  used  discus¬ 
sions  of  the  approved  soundtracks  as  a  pretext  to 
run  segments  of  banned  films,  and  presented 
banned  films  as  demonstrations  of  innovative 
camera  angles  and  editing  techniques." 

In  1996,  Yin  and  other  producers  launched  their 
first  talk  show,  ‘Tell  It  As  It  Is,”  a  40-minute  seg¬ 
ment  focusing  on  hot  social  issues  and  public  con¬ 
cerns  about  modern  China  It  was  aired  on  CCTV 
national  channels  1,2,  and  3,  three  times  every 
Sunday.  “Tell  It  As  It  Is”  remains  one  of  the  most 
popular  shows  in  the  country  today,  Yin  noted. 

When  they  started  the  program,  they  had  little 
or  no  idea  of  how  they  were  going  to  do  it.  “This  is 


similar  to  the  situation  of  my  professional  drum¬ 
mer  friend,  who  when  he  first  bought  a  drum  he 
didn’t  know  whether  to  hit  the  left  or  the  right 
side  first,”  Yin  said. 

One  of  Yin’s  program  stories  was  called  “Spare 
the  Rod  and  Spoil  the  Child.”  In  China,  she  said, 
parents  often  discipline  their  children  by  hitting 
or  beating  them.  Since  China  is  an  authoritarian 
society,  the  relationship  between  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren  is  often  a  reflection  in  a  much  larger  context 
of  the  relationship  between  the  citizens  and  the 
government. 

In  her  research  for  the  show,  Yin  spoke  to  a  taxi- 
driver  whose  12-year-old  daughter,  a  national  go 
chess  champion,  was  slapped  across  the  face  12 
times  by  his  wife,  who  happened  to  be  a  teacher. 
When  Yin  took  a  camera  crew  to  interview  his 
wife  about  child-beating,  a  student  of  hers  came 
running  into  her  house  seeking  refuge  from  his 
father,  who  had  just  hit  him  with  a  baseball  bat 
for  not  finishing  his  homework  assignment.  The 
father  who  had  beaten  his  son,  agreed  to  give  Yin 
an  interview.  Both  families  were  invited  to  be  in 
the  studio  audience  and  the  interviews  with  each 
family  were  aired  during  the  taping  of  the  show. 
Most  of  the  five  audience  in  the  studio  supported 
the  actions  by  the  parents.  The  father  explained 
why  he  had  to  beat  his  child,  saying,  “I  was  beat¬ 
en  as  a  child,  and  that’s  why  I’ve  become  success¬ 
ful.  Now  I’m  using  the  same  method  on  my  son.” 
The  two  children  were  in  the  studio  audience,  but 
no  one  in  the  audience  could  see  them  crying 
because  they  were  in  the  front  row.  However,  the 
television  audience  could. 

Among  the  panelists  was  a  doctor,  his  girl¬ 
friend,  and  two  other  women.  A  very  successful 
woman  on  the  panel  described  a  childhood  free  of 
beatings.  She  talked  about  human  dignity  and 
respecting  children’s  rights.  There  were 
Westerners  among  the  audience  who  raised  the 
issue  of  child  abuse  laws  in  the  West.  A  lively 
debate  on  parental  rights,  children’s  rights,  and 
human  rights  ensued,  Yin  recalled. 

However,  according  to  Yin,  when  the  program 
was  screened  by  the  censors,  they  were  told  that 
any  mention  of  human  rights  and  Western  laws 
had  to  be  omitted.  “Enough  of  the  debate  was  pre¬ 
served  that  I  believe  opened  people’s  minds  to  the 
ideas  of  rights  and  the  limits  of  power,”  Yin  wrote. 
And  despite  censorship,  the  story  won  a  “gold 
award,”  which  is  given  monthly  to  the  best  pro¬ 
gram  on  CCTV. 

After  several  screenings  of  “Tell  It  As  It  Is,”  a 
complaint  and  numerous  letters  commenting  on 
various  episodes  ended  the  show.  “And  everyone 
who  worked  on  the  show  was  required  to  go  to 
‘meetings’  in  which  our  programs  were  criticized 
for  ‘turning  CCTV  into  a  free  forum,”’  she  said. 

“We  were  told  to  correct  our  attitude,”  Yin  said, 
adding  that  the  show  was  reinstated  at  a  later 
date,  but  was  no  longer  the  same.  Yin  said  that 
overall  there  has  been  some  improvement  in  pro¬ 
gramming.  “It’s  human  nature  to  want  to  do  it  bet¬ 
ter  than  before.  But  when  you’re  trying  to  effect 
some  changes,  you  encounter  obstacles  -  your 
efforts  are  hamstrung  by  government  censorship 
and  control,”  she  added. 

“The  government  allows  us  to  come  up  with  new 
ideas  for  programming,  but  we  can’t  do  it  com¬ 
pletely  the  way  we  want  it.  I  can’t  say  that  we 
don’t  have  some  good  programs  or  shows,  but  con¬ 
tent-wise,  they’re  not  as  good  as  they  once  were. 
In  other  words,  you  can  improve  the  quality  of 
your  work  up  to  a  certain  point,  but  not  to  the 
extent  that  you’d  like  to  see  it.  The  media  direc¬ 
tor,  in  particular,  is  very  bad.  He  keeps  every¬ 
thing  under  very  tight  control,”  she  added. 

There’s  nothing  worst  than  “self-censorship”  or 
“prior  restraint”  in  journalism,  Yin  said.  “My  col¬ 
leagues  and  I  are  in  a  constant  battle  over  what 
we  can  or  can’t  include  in  our  tapes,”  she  added. 
“It’s  not  like  Jiang  is  breathing  down  my  neck  and 
saying  we  can’t  do  this  or  that.  It’s  your  immedi¬ 
ate  supervisor,  and  the  boss  of  your  immediate 
supervisor,  and  the  boss  of  the  boss  of  your  imme¬ 
diate  supervisor  who  does  the  controlling.  There’s 
a  chain  of  command  which  oversees  the  media. 
And,  finally,  you  do  the  dirty  work  yourself  -  you 
begin  to  censor  your  own  work 

“But  if  you  ignore  this  reality,  you  may  find 
yourself  having  to  make  corrections  five  or  six 
times.  And  if  you  don’t  want  to  spend  all  your 
time  there,  then  you’ll  take  out  certain  segments 
or  sentences,”  she  said. 

(This  is  part  one  of  a  two-part  interview.  Part  two 
will  appear  in  the  Dec.  19  issue  of  the  Sampan.) 
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A  Rewarding  Life  in  Newton 


By  Anping  Shen 

became  a  resident  of  Newton  by  accident.  I 
came  to  Boston  University  in  the  fall  of  1988  to 
pursue  my  graduate  education.  Even  with  the 
school’s  scholarship,  it  was  still  difficult  for  me  to 
make  ends  meet.  A  few  weeks  after  my  arrival  in 
Boston  I  came  across  an  ad  for  a  live-in  position  at 
a  human  service  program  (a  “group  home”)  locat¬ 
ed  in  Newton.  The  position  offered  free  room  and 
board  in  exchange  for  overnight  sleeping  and  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  three  handicapped  men  on  weekday 
mornings.  I  applied  for  the  position  and  eventual¬ 
ly  took  it  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
community  I  was  going  to  be  residing  in. 

I  first  learned  about  the  “reputation”  of  Newton 
a  few  weeks  after  I  moved  there.  I  was  at  a  Boston 
University  professor’s  home  to  help  him  with  some 
yard  work.  When  I  told  him  my  address,  he 
exclaimed,  “Anping,  we’re  living  in  Allston  and 
you’re  living  in  Newton!”  He  then  explained  to  me 
the  “reputation”  of  Newton,  its  high-priced  prop¬ 
erty,  and  its  pub  he  school  system. 

I  gained  more  appreciation  of  Newton’s  beauty 
when  I  took  a  Greyhound  bus  to  New  York  a  year 
later  to  meet  my  wife  and  son,  who  came  to  join 
me  from  China.  I  was  shocked  to  witness  for  the 
first  time  many  dilapidated  urban  scenes  along 
the  bus  route  to  New  York.  To  make  matters 
worse,  our  luggage  was  almost  robbed  while  I  was 
purchasing  the  return  bus  ticket  at  the  Port 
Authority  station  on  the  “infamous”  -  at  least  back 
then  -  42nd  Street  in  New  York  City.  “If  I  had 
returned  to  China  before  taking  that  trip  to  New 
York,”  I  have  often  noted,  “my  view  of  America 
would  have  been  mostly  based  on  my  experience 
with  Newton  and  Boston  University.” 

Proudly  called  the  “Garden  City,”  Newton’s 
landscape  is  abundant  with  beauty  But  it’s  more 
than  the  city’s  natural  charms  that  have  appealed 
to  me  and  my  family  Newton’s  primary  attraction 
for  us  has  been  its  public  school  system.  Or  -  edu¬ 
cationally  speaking  -  the  city’s  unfading  commit¬ 
ment  to  quality  education  for  every  child. 

A  short  while  after  my  wife  and  son  arrived  in 
Newton,  the  Mayor’s  Community  Liaison  Office 
contacted  us  to  see  if  we  needed  some  help.  When 
they  learned  that  our  4-year-old  son  needed  a 
nursery  school  education,  a  scholarship  was 
sought  for  us.  Because  the  nursery  school  was  too 
far  and  we  did  not  have  a  car  then,  free  trans¬ 
portation  was  provided.  I  often  joked  with  my  son 
that  he  was  treated  like  a  member  of  the  high- 
ranking  official  class  in  China  whom  the  govern¬ 
ment  provides  with  private  cars  for  traveling.  My 
son  was  a  challenging  kid  because  of  various  lan¬ 
guage,  cultural,  and  emotional  needs.  However, 
we  were  happy  to  know  that  he  was  well-liked  by 
the  school  teachers  and  staff.  (I  shared  some  of  my 
son’s  educational  experience  in  previous  Sampan 
articles.) 

The  following  year  our  son  was  again  offered  a 
scholarship  -  covering  both  the  tuition  and  trans¬ 


portation  -  to  attend  a  multicultural  pre-school 
program  at  a  local  public  school.  At  the  end  of  the 
school  year,  parents  were  informed  of  a  possible 
funding  cut  for  the  following  year  and  we  were 
urged  to  write  to  the  superintendent  to  make  a 
case  for  continued  support  of  this  multicultural 
program,  which  I  truly  believed  benefited  my  son’s 
adaptation  to  American  culture.  Later  I  was  told 
that  my  letter  was  read  by  the  superintendent  at 
the  School  Committee  meeting.  Fortunately, 
funding  for  the  following  year  was  secured. 

During  the  following  years,  I  learned  from  my 
community  involvement  and  graduate  programs 
at  the  Boston  University  School  of  Education  that 
community  support  for  a  quality  education  for 
every  child,  particularly  those  who  are  disadvan¬ 
taged,  is  believed  to  be  the  true  spirit  of  American 
public  education.  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  is  the  home  of  Horace  Mann,  the 
father  of  American  public  education.  Newton  has 
been  a  proud  guardian  of  what  educators  have 
often  referred  to  as  Mann’s  “Common  School 
Agenda.” 

Nevertheless,  I  would  not  say  that  our  expe¬ 
rience  in  Newton  has  always  been  smooth 
sailing.  We  purchased  a  house  a  couple  of 
years  ago  in  a  north  side  Newton  neighborhood  - 
or  village,  as  they  are  commonly  called  here.  My 
son  had  a  rough  time  when  he  first  transferred  to 
the  neighborhood  elementary  school.  He  was 
physically  and  emotionally  “bothered”  inside  and 
outside  of  the  school  by  some  of  the  “old  kids  on 
the  block.”  While  we  had  heard  about  similar  inci¬ 
dents  in  the  past,  we,  like  many  other  Asian  par¬ 
ents,  were  not  quite  comfortable  with  such  emo¬ 
tionally  charged  events.  We  were  greatly  troubled 
at  the  time,  and  contemplated,  for  a  while,  putting 
our  son  in  a  private  school.  Fortunately,  our  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  Newton  public  schools  outweighed 
the  private  school  approach.  We  worked  with  the 
classroom  teachers,  the  school  social  worker,  and 
the  principal  to  deal  with  the  situation. 
Meanwhile,  I  became  more  involved  in  the  school’s 
activities  and  was  elected  a  parent-member  of  the 
school  council.  My  experience  on  the  school  coun¬ 
cil  and  involvement  in  other  activities  turned  out 
to  be  a  constructive  experience  for  me,  my  son, 
and,  yes,  for  the  school  as  well  At  his  elementary 
school  graduation  ceremony,  my  son  was  chosen 
by  his  classmates  as  the  graduation  speaker,  and 
his  speech  was  warmly  received.  It  was  a  happy 
ending  for  my  son’s  elementary  school  experience. 

Fortunately,  Newton  has  offered  me  many 
opportunities  to  participate  in  community 
activities.  Six  years  ago  my  son  started 
attending  the  Newton  Chinese  Language  School, 
which  has  been  operating  on  weekends  at  a 
Newton  middle  school.  I  was  first  involved  in  the 
school’s  parent  council,  and  was  later  elected  vice 
principal  and  principal.  Currently,  I  am  serving  as 


the  chairman  of  the  Newton  Chinese  Language 
School  Board.  Boosted  by  the  increasing  interest 
in  Chinese  language  and  culture  in  Newton  and 
the  surrounding  communities,  as  well  as  support 
from  the  Newton  School  Department,  our  Chinese 
school  has  been  experiencing  a  robust  growth, 
with  its  student  population  more  than  doubling 
dining  the  past  few  years. 

In  recent  years,  I  have  been  expanding  my  role 
as  a  concerned  parent,  education  professional,  and 
Chinese  community  leader.  When  I  learned  that 
the  budget  of  the  Newton  Free  Library  could  be 
cut,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  mayor  to  appeal  for 
more  support  for  the  library,  while  expressing 
appreciation  for  the  library’s  first  major  purchase 
of  Chinese  reading  materials.  When  I  was  con¬ 
tacted  by  the  Newton  Public  Schools  regarding 
grant  applications  for  Chinese  language  and  cul¬ 
tural  projects,  I  wrote  a  strong  letter  of  support  on 
behalf  of  the  Newton  Chinese  Language  School. 
Our  Chinese  community  has  certainly  been  very 
appreciative  of  the  Newton  Pub  he  Schools’  com¬ 
mitment  to  cultural  diversity  and  academic  quali¬ 
ty,  seeing  it  as  the  hallmark  of  its  excellence. 

It  has  often  been  lamented  that  as  a  minority 
group,  Asians  in  American  society  have  signifi¬ 
cant  obstacles  -  visible  and  invisible  -  to  overcome 
before  they  can  enter  into  mainstream  society. 
My  past  years’  experience  has  more  or  less  attest¬ 
ed  to  the  reality  of  this  challenge.  However,  chal¬ 
lenges  could  turn  into  opportunities,  as  a  popular 
Chinese  saying  goes.  My  professional  growth  and 
community  involvement  have  largely  been  posi¬ 
tive  and  rewarding  for  the  past  decade. 

Early  this  year  I  was  appointed  by  the  mayor  as 
a  member  of  the  Newton  Human  Rights 
Commission  Advisory  Board  after  applying  for  the 
position.  And  this  past  summer,  I  was  appointed 
by  the  Newton  School  Committee  chairperson  to 
be  a  community  member  of  the  Newton  School 
Superintendent  Search  Committee,  also  after 
applying  to  serve  in  that  position.  It  is  a  serious 
responsibility  of  the  Search  Committee  to  help 
find  a  qualified  and  competent  superintendent  to 
lead  Newton’s  first-rate  educational  system.  I’m  in 
the  process  of  seeking  as  much  community  input 
as  possible.  It  is  time,  to  rephrase  President 
Kennedy’s  often  quoted  statement,  to  ask  not 
what  the  community  can  do  for  us,  but  ask  what 
we  can  and  should  do  for  the  community! 

When  I  first  sent  my  son  to  the  Chinese  school, 
I  thought  it  was  only  for  his  Chinese  language  and 
cultural  learning.  I  have  got  more  than  I  had  bar¬ 
gained  for.  When  I  went  to  Newton,  it  was  out  of 
financial  consideration  for  my  graduate  education. 
Now  I  have  become  an  actively  involved  Newton 
community  resident. 

I’m  glad  that  I  made  the  move  to  the  City  of 
Newton 

(Anping  Shen  is  a  regular  contributor  to  the 
Sampan.) 


When  it  conies  to  a  continually  changing,  tun  and  exciting  workplace,  nothing  compares  to 
the  Museum  of  Science.  Help  us  continue  to  make  learning  o  lifelong  adventure.  Please 
consider  the  following  professional  and  entry-level  opportunities: 

•  CUSTOMER  SERVICE  •  SECURITY 

•  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY 

•  DATA  ENTRY  •  CORPORATE  SUPPORT 

We  offer  a  diverse  and  dynamic  work  environment,  excellent  benefits, 
Museum  discounts  and  free  employee  parking.  Conveniently  located 
on  the  Green  Line  ar  Science  Park.  Please  send  to:  Human  Resources, 
Museum  of  Science,  Science  Park,  Boston  MA  02114-1099;  fax:  617-589-0454; 
Job  Line:  617-589-0129. 


Museum  off  Science 
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S  Quincy  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company 


Wb  are  a  South  Shore-based  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance 
Company  with  the  following  career  opportunities.  We  offer 
competitive  salary,  an  excellent  benefit  package  and  a  non-smok¬ 
ing  professional  work  environment. 

Systems  Analyst 

We  re  seeking  a  team  player  to  develop  technical/business  solutions 
through  performing  initial  investigation  of  problems,  writing  spec,  test¬ 
ing  and  documentation.  Understanding  of  ISO  and  state  rules  and  rates 
is  required.  Knowledge  of  private  passenger  auto,  especially  in  IW\  is  a 
plus.  4  year  college  degree  or  equivalent  work  experience  is  necessary. 

Agency  Clerical  Assistant 

The  Marketing  Department  is  seeking  an  enthusiastic  team  player 
to  assist  them  in  the  following  areas: 

•  Typing  correspondence 

■  Preparing  Agreements  between  the  Company  and  its  Agents 
•  Completing  licensing  forms  for  various  State  Insurance  Departments 
■  Assisting  callers  by  information  and  direction 
■  Maintaining  department  files 

The  qualified  candidate  should  have  some  insurance  experience 
or  equivalent  office  experience,  be  accurate  in  typing  skills  and 
be  familiar  with  word  processing  and  general  office  equipment. 
Good  communication  and  organizational  skills  are  very  important. 

We  are  also  seeking  to  fill  the  following  position  at  Burgin.  Plainer 
Hurley,  our  Quincy  based  insurance  agency: 

Personal  Lines  Customer 
Service  Representative 

Candidate  must  have  3  years'  experience,  be  self-motivated  and 
have  good  communication  and  organizational  skills.  Compxjter/ 
AGENA  experience  preferred. 

Please  send  resume  with  letter  stating  salary  requirements  and  position  of 
interest  to  Quincy  Mutual  Tire  Insurance  Company,  L uAnn  R. 

Smith,  Asst.  Vice  President  of  Human  Resources,  PO.  Box  91 55, 
Quincy,  MA  02269-9155  or  Fax  (617)  472-1513.  No  telephone  calls 
please.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


The  Cover:  Chinese -language  students 
at  Newton’s  Underwood  Elementary 
School. 
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Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts 

Seeks  FT  teen  Coordinator:  artistic 
energetic  visionary  theater  profes¬ 
sional.  Experience  with  urban 
youth  and  culturally  diverse  com¬ 
munities  required.  $24K  plus 
benefits.  Send  cover  letter  and 
resume  to  Director  of  Programs, 
539  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  No  phone  calls  please. 
EOE. 


Office  Mgr/Bkkeepr 

Progressive  nonprofit  seeks 
detail-oriented,  computer- 
literate  person  for  20  hr/wk 
position.  Women  &  people  of 
color  encouraged  to  apply. 
TEAM,  37  Temple  PL, 
Boston  02111  by  Dec.  11  or 
call  (617)  426-1228  Ext  0. 
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(L)  New  Newton  Alderman-elect  Amy  Mah  Sangiolo  with  her  son  George  in  front  of  their  Newton  home.  (R)  Wushu  master  Bo  Sim  Mark  at  her  center  in  Newton. 


Newton's  Growing  Asian  Community 


It’s  the  day  before  Thanksgiving  at  the 
Underwood  Elementary  School  in  Newton. 
Gathered  in  the  school  gymnasium  to  take 
part  in  a  special  hohday  program,  the  students  are 
performing  the  kind  of  skits  and  songs  that  could 
likely  be  found  in  many  schools  across  the  US 
today.  That  is,  with  one  exception.  When  it’s  time 
for  one  group  of  third  and  fourth  graders  to  per¬ 
form,  they  don  special  hats  and  begin  to  sing  a 
Chinese  song  -  with  an  almost  perfect  Mandarin 
accent,  says  one  native  speaker  in  the  audience. 

The  students  are  participating  in  an  innovative 
Newton  Public  School  system  program  in  which 
children  learn  Chinese  starting  from  grade  three 
Initially  financed  with  a  federal  grant,  the  ele¬ 
mentary  school  Chinese  language  program  is 
meant  to  “prepare  our  Newton  kids  to  interact 
with  whole  world,”  says  program  manager  and 
head  teacher  Jie  Gao. 

“This  is  a  global  world,”  adds  Gao,  who  explains 
that  the  school  system  plans  to  add  a  fifth  grade 
Chinese  class  next  year  and  that  eventually  stu¬ 
dents  interested  in  studying  Chinese  language 
should  be  able  to  take  Chinese  coruses  from  grade 
three  through  high  school.  The  Newton  Schools 
currently  have  some  Chinese  language  programs 
for  high  school  and  middle  school  students. 

The  development  of  the  elementary-level 
Chinese  program  isn’t  the  first  time  that  the 
Newton  educational  system  has  thought  globally. 
For  more  than  15  years  the  school  system  has  had 
a  student  and  teacher  exchange  program  with  Jie 
Shan  Middle  School  in  Beijing,  considered  one  of 
the  city’s  best  secondary  schools.  Each  year  four  or 
five  students  from  China  attend  school  in  Newton 
while  their  Newton  counterparts  attend  school  in 
China. 

While  it’s  hasn’t  been  Newton’s  Chinese  lan¬ 
guage  programs  specifically  that  have  drawn  an 
increasing  number  of  Chinese  to  move  to  the  city 
in  recent  years,  many  Chinese  says  its  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  city’s  schools  and  the  overall  multicul¬ 
tural  perspective  of  the  city  that  have  led  them  to 
purchase  homes  in  this  Boston  suburb 

Although  the  Newton  Asian  population  in  the 
1990  US  census  was  only  about  4,000,  some  peo¬ 
ple  estimate  that  it  has  been  growing  annually  by 
about  1000  during  the  1990s.  Like  the  Asian  pop¬ 
ulation  in  suburban  communities  such  as  Quincy 
and  Malden,  Newton’s  Asian  population  reflects 
the  growth  in  Asian  immigration  over  the  last  15 
to  20  years.  But  while  Malden’s  and  Quincy’s 
Asians  are  generally  Southeast  Asians  and 
Cantonese  from  mainland  China,  Newton’s 
Asians  tend  to  have  more  diverse  backgrounds. 
The  Newton  Chinese  population  has  traditionally 
included  many  Taiwanese,  but  it  also  has  Chinese 
with  Cantonese  backgrounds  and  an  increasing 
number  of  immigrants  from  mainland  China  who 
speak  Mandarin. 

Although  many  Chinese  find  Newton’s  school 
system,  housing,  and  neighborhoods  attractive, 
the  high  price  of  real  estate  in  the  city  tends  to 
limit  the  Chinese  population  there  to  professional 
families  with  relatively  high  incomes.  Newton  has 
become  a  bedroom  community  for  professional 
Chinese  who  work  in  Boston  or  in  the  high-tech 
industry  along  Route  128.  While  Yen  says  a  sig¬ 
nificant  number  of  Newton  Asians  are  profession¬ 
als,  she  notes  there  are  also  restaurant  owners 
and  others  with  non- professional  jobs. 


In  addition  to  being  attracted  to  the  city’s  high- 
quality  school  system,  many  Chinese  are  also 
attracted  to  the  city’s  reputation  for  tolerance. 
“Newton  seems  to  have  a  reputation  for  multicul- 
turalism,”  says  Jane  Yen,  the  current  president  of 
the  Greater  Boston  Cultural  Association  (GBCCA) 
in  Newton. 

Yen  adds  that  the  city  also  has  significant 
Russian,  Japanese,  and  Korean  populations.  “This 
community  seems  to  have  less  discrimination  to 
new  immigrants,”  says  Yen. 

And  while  some  residents  have  at  times  experi¬ 
enced  subtle  forms  of  discrimination,  overall  the 
local  Chinese  interviewed  by  the  Sampan  say  they 
feel  comfortable  living  in  Newton.  “I  haven’t  heard 
my  friends  complain  they  have  been  discriminated 
against  by  anyone,”  says  Yen. 

Like  many  residents  of  Newton,  Jennifer  Hu 
said  she  was  drawn  to  the  city  because  of  the 
reputation  of  its  public  school  system.  A  vol¬ 
unteer  in  the  high  schools  and  the  mother  of  two 
children  who  have  attended  Newton  schools,  Hu 
observes  first  hand  the  city’s  growing  Asian  popu¬ 
lation.  “The  number  has  been  growing  a  lot,”  she 
says.  “In  the  beginning,  if  I  went  to  the  school  I 
didn’t  see  so  many  Asian  kids. 

Hu,  who,  along  with  her  husband,  came  here  as 
a  student  from  Taiwan,  says  the  Newton  Asian 
population  consists  largely  of  first-generation 
Chinese  and  their  children.  Like  others,  she  says 
the  city’s  Asian  population  is  a  diverse  one.  She 
learned  about  its  diversity  first  hand  when  she 
tried  to  organize  an  Asian  community  group  in  the 
past.  She  says  she  often  found  it  difficult  to  get 
people  involved  in  the  organization.  And  those 
who  did  express  interest  often  had  different  back¬ 
grounds  and  sometimes  had  difficulty  communi¬ 
cating  with  each  other.  There  were  people  from 
Taiwan,  Hong  Kong,  and  mainland  China,  and 
their  backgrounds  often  influenced  their  thinking 
and  attitudes,  she  says. 

In  some  instances,  she  adds,  “we  have  more 
problems  to  connect  with  each  other  than  with 
other  groups”  because  of  the  different  back¬ 
grounds. 

“In  general  I  think  it’s  a  wonderful  city,”  says 
Hu,  who  believes  Chinese  are  drawn  to  Newton 
because  of  its  proximity  to  Boston  and  the  wel¬ 
coming  attitude  of  the  city’s  government.  And 
while  there  have  been  instances  of  racial  discrim¬ 
ination  in  the  past,  “the  incident  are  very  few,”  she 
says.  She  recalls  hearing  people  complain  about 
the  police  taking  sides  in  an  accident  and  a  local 
Stop  &  Shop  where  Asians  complained  about 
receiving  rude  treatment.  “We  complained  about 
that,”  she  says. 

And  while  Hu  says  her  son  was  harassed  on  the 
school  bus  about  10  years  ago,  she  believes  less  of 
this  occurs  now  because  people  become  more  used 
to  Asians  as  the  population  grows.  “Now  I  don’t 
see  many  problems  with  my  kids,”  says  Hu,  whose 
son  attends  the  high  school. 

Living  in  a  city  in  which  the  Asian  population  is 
still  relatively  small,  Hu  and  others  say  they  get 
along  well  with  their  non-Asian  neighbors,  though 
some  people  are  more  willing  to  cross  racial  lines 
to  develop  friendships  than  others.  “I  probably 
have  more  American  friends  than  Asian  friends,” 
says  Hu,  who  adds  that  many  Asians  “probably 
still  associate  with  Asian  friends.” 


Hu  believes  it’s  important  to  get  involved  in  city 
activities  and  attend  local  meetings  to  present  the 
Asian  community’s  point  of  view  on  issues.  ‘If  we 
didn’t  attend  the  meeting  no  one  would  say  any¬ 
thing  for  us,”  she  says  of  one  instance  in  which 
Asians  complained  about  an  incident  of  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  the  past.  ‘1  wish  more  Asians  would 
write  letters  to  the  editor.”  She  says  she  sees  few 
Asian  parents  at  local  PTA  meetings. 

Hu,  who  recently  worked  on  Amy  Mah 
Sangiolo’s  campaign  for  alderman-at-large, 
believes  that  many  Asians  in  the  community 
haven’t  a  “chance  to  communicate  with  the  real 
American  world.  So  they  don’t  have  this  idea  of 
trying  to  understand  what  is  happening"  in  the 
city,  she  says.  In  trying  to  get  people  interested  in 
voting  in  the  recent  election,  she  says  many  local 
Asians  would  often  tell  her  that  they  weren’t  polit¬ 
ical.  For  first  generation  Asians,  time  is  often  ded¬ 
icated  to  jobs  and  families  rather  than  local  com¬ 
munity  activities,  she  says. 

The  growth  of  Newton’s  Asian  population  was 
almost  certainly  a  factor  in  Amy  Mah 
Sangiolo’s  victory  over  Roderick  MacLeish  in 
the  Nov.  4  election  for  alderman-at-large  in 
Newton.  Sangiolo  squeaked  to  victory  in  a  photo¬ 
finish  race  by  a  mere  12  votes.  In  fact,  it  took  some 
time  to  determine  who  actually  won  the  race. 
Sangiolo  was  initially  told  she  had  won  the  race, 
but  a  short  while  later,  with  her  supporters  cele- 
bratingy  at  her  home,  she  was  told  that  MacLeish 
had  won  by  52  votes.  Although  she  was  initially 
reluctant  to  request  a  recount,  she  decided  to  do  so 
at  the  urging  of  her  supporters.  With  both  sides 
observing,  Sangiolo  came  out  on  top  in  the  recount 
by  a  mere  12  votes. 

Although  Sangiolo  says  she’s  unsure  how  signif¬ 
icant  a  role  Asian  voters  played  in  her  victory,  she 
feels  certain  that  reaching  out  to  them  helped  her 
cause.  And  with  her  victory  decided  by  a  handful 
of  votes,  it’s  safe  to  say  that  any  Asians  she 
inspired  to  get  out  and  vote  on  Nov.  4  were  crucial 
to  her  victory.  In  the  weeks  before  the  election, 
Sangiolo  made  an  effort  to  tap  the  Asian  vote  by 
phoning  Asian  residents  to  ask  for  their  support 
and  urging  them  to  register.  She  also  contacted 
the  GBCCA  in  Newton,  where  she  presented  her 
views  on  issues  before  the  election. 

Sangiolo  suggests  that  her  visibility  as  an  aider- 
man  may  encourage  more  Asians  to  get  involved 
in  Newton’s  pohtical  life.  As  things  stand  now, 
“there  isn’t  really  a  network,”  says  Sangiolo,  who 
believes  that  the  Newton  Asian  community  needs 
to  develop  more  networks  and  take  advantage  of 
the  GBCCA  and  the  local  Chinese-language  radio 
station  to  become  a  more  effective  pohtical  force  in 
the  city. 

Her  victory,  she  suggests,  “shows  that  Asians 
can  get  politically  active  and  involved.  Hopefully 
it  will  serve  as  an  example  to  get  more  Asians 
involved  in  local  government,”  she  adds. 

“Think  what  a  difference  you  can  make  with  sev¬ 
eral  votes,”  adds  GBCCA’s  Yen.  “I  think  it’s  a  good 
lesson  to  other  people.”  Yen  says  Sangiolo’s  victo¬ 
ry  also  showed  how  important  it  is  for  Asians  to 
begin  registering  and  voting  in  larger  numbers. 
“We  want  to  encourage  [residents]  to  go  and  regis¬ 
ter  to  vote,”  she  says,  adding  that  several  GBCCA 
members  become  actively  involved  in  Sangiolo’s 
campaign,  which  emphasized  development,  envi- 
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rorunental,  and  education  issues. 

While  some  residents  suggest  that  a  major 
obstacle  to  Newton’s  Asian  population 
becoming  a  political  force  in  local  politics 
is  its  lack  of  organization,  the  GBCCA  in  recent 
years  has  been  taking  on  an  increasingly  high- 
profile  role  in  Newton,  often  serving  as  a  go- 
between  on  issues  involving  local  institutions  and 
the  Asian  community. 

Most  recently  the  Newton-Wellesley  Hospital 
has  been  collaborating  with  the  organization  to 
provide  a  workshop  to  teach  Chinese  elderly  how 
to  avoid  losing  their  balance  and  falling.  GBCCA 
also  recently  received  a  grant  from  the 
Foundation  of  Racial,  Ethnic,  and  Religious 
Harmony  to  provide  programs  to  introduce 
Newton  School  children  to  various  aspects  of 
Chinese  culture. 

Founded  by  a  group  of  Chinese  in  1956  at  St. 
Mary’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Dorchester,  the  orga¬ 
nization  was  located  in  Weston  before  purchasing 
its  current  headquarters  at  437  Cherry  Street  in 
West  Newton  in  1993. 

The  organization’s  goals  are  to  promote  public 
awareness  of  Chinese  culture  and  heritage; 
enhance  the  well-being,  civil  rights  and  the  image 
of  Chinese  Americans;  and  provide  a  multicultur¬ 
al,  bilingual  environment  for  young  people.  The 
GBCCA  currently  runs  a  Chinese  School  on 
Sundays  and  has  numerous  after-school  and 
evening  educational  programs  on  arts  and  culture 
for  both  youths  and  adults.  It  has  also  been  play¬ 
ing  a  prominent  role  in  Boston’s  First  Night  cele¬ 
bration  and  other  local  festivals  and  events. 

Founded  by  Dr.  Robert  Yuen  and  others,  the 
organization  was  in  part  created  to  coimteract  the 
subtle  forms  of  discrimination  some  Chinese  felt 
at  a  time  when  the  Chinese  population  was  much 
smaller  than  it  is  today,  says  Yen.  A  goal  was  to 


GBCCA  President  Jane  Yen  in  front  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  headquarters  in  Newton. 


reduce  misunderstandings  between  Chinese  and 
non- Chinese  that  could  lead  to  discrimination  by 
letting  more  people  know  about  Chinese  culture, 

she  says. 

For  many  Asian  residents  of  Newton  GBCCA 
offers  a  sense  of  community  that  might  oth¬ 
erwise  be  lacking.  “Through  the  GBCCA 
there’s  a  very  strong  sense  of  community,”  says 
Jane  Hwang,  who  works  for  BankBoston. 

And  while  Hwang  says  she  gets  along  well  with 
her  largely  non-Asian  neighbors,  she  says  she  is 
also  “very  involved  with  the  Chinese  community  of 
West  Newton.” 


Living  in  a  largely  non- Asian  city  has  not  been 
difficult  for  most  Asians.  “I  think  in  general  peo¬ 
ple  are  quite  used  to  living  around  Asians,”  adds 
Hwang,  who  is  originally  from  Taiwan  and  has 
two  children  attending  Newton  South  High. 

While  one  of  her  children  was  called  names  in 
school  -  a  problem  reported  by  other  parents  at 
various  times  -  Hwang  believes  the  problem  was 
manageable.  “Overall  I  wouldn’t  complain  that  it’s 
an  uncomfortable  environment,”  she  says.  “I  think 
there’s  a  pretty  decent  percentage  of  Asian  stu¬ 
dents.” 

In  addition  to  the  city’s  large  immigrant  popula¬ 
tion,  Newton  also  has  a  growing  number  of 
American-born  Chinese  in  their  late  20s  and  30s, 
she  says. 

Hwang  notes  that  the  city  strives  to  quickly  deal 
with  instances  of  discrimination.  “Newton  tends  to 
me  more  vocal”  when  it  comes  to  human  rights 
concerns,  she  says. 

The  city  also  tries  to  provide  services  that  would 
be  of  interest  to  Chinese  residents.  The  city,  for 
example,  invites  Chinese  performing  arts  groups 
to  take  part  in  local  events  and  the  Newton  Public 
Library  now  has  Chinese-language  books  and 
videos,  she  says. 

A  member  of  the  Newton  Human  Rights 
Commission,  Hwang  says  several  incidents  of  dis¬ 
crimination  against  blacks  have  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  committee  as  well  as  an  inci¬ 
dent  at  the  Chestnut  Hill  Mall  in  which  an  Asian 
woman  shopping  with  a  non- Asian  friend  was 
accused  of  shoplifting  and  was  treated  harshly. 

Overall,  though,  Asians  generally  see  Newton  as 
a  welcoming  environment.  ‘1  think  in  general  I 
have  very  good  things  to  say  about  Newton,”  says 
Hwang. 

-Robert  O’Malley 


See  the  Taste  of  Asia  in  Boston  Feature  in  the  December  19  Sampan 


Attorney  General 
Scott  Harshbarger’s 

Elder  Hotline 

The  Elder  Hotline  can  provide  information  and  referrals  on  many  issues 
for  the  elderly  including: 

/  Alzheimer’s  Disease  </  Assisted  Living 
/  Elder  Abuse  /  Home  Improvement  Scams 

/  Legal  Services  /  Nursing  Homes 

/  Transportation 

The  elder  hotline  provides  a  valuable  service  to  Massachusetts’  senior 
citizens,  their  families  and  others  seeking  information  about  elder-related 
issues  and  programs  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

HI.  1  -888- AG-ELDER 

fjOTfllte  (1-888-243-5337) 

The  helpline  is  open  to  callers  Mon-  Fri  10:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Other  Helplines  at  the 
Attorney  GeneraVs  Office 

9:00  am  -  5:00  pm 

Consumer  Complaint  &  Information  Services 
(617)  727-8400 

Provides  consumer  information,  referrals  to  state  and  federal  agencies, 
details  on  the  Office’s  mediation  process,  and  small  claims  process 

information. 

Fair  Labor  &  Business  Practices  Division 

(617)  727-3465 

Provides  relevant  information  on  wage  enforcement  and  labor  standards. 


CALENDAR 

Mayor  Thomas  Menino’s  1997  Christmas  Trolley  Tour  and  Tree 
Lighting:  Dec.  7,  1997,  1:15-2:30  P.M.,  Phillips  Square,  Chinatown.  Come 
join  Santa  Claus,  his  reindeer,  snowmen,  gingerbread  men  and  a  host  of 
other  holiday  characters  as  they  sing,  dance,  and  spread  holiday  cheer. 
Light  snacks  and  refreshments  will  be  served  at  the  event,  which  will  also 
include  Asian  performances. 

A  Concert  For  Peace:  Dec.  8,  John  Hancock  Hall,  180  Berkeley  Sy., 
Boston.  A  Concert  in  memory  of  the  victims  of  World  War  II.  Sponsored  by 
the  Greater  Boston  Chinese  Cultural  Association.  For  info,  call  332-0377. 


EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

south  cove 

community  health  center 

We  are  a  charitable  Community  Health  Center  based  in 
Boston’s  Chinatown  with  a  staff  of  150  who  provide  over 
25  programs  and  70,000  patient  visit/year. 

We  provide  affordable,  comprehensive,  and  family 
centered  primary  care,  which  is  linguistically  and 
culturally  competent. 

Our  Board  seeks  an  Executive  Director  who  will  plan 
programs,  develop  funding  and  resources,  monitor  quality 
of  care,  and  manage  staff  at  our  multiple  sites. 

Ideal  candidates  will  have  senior  management  experience 
of  10-15  years  in  a  community  health  center  setting 
(preferably  serving  linguistic  minorities),  advanced 
degrees  in  both  clinical  and  management  sciences,  and 
experience  in  new  programming,  funding  and  managed 
care. 

CV  and  cover  letter  to  be  mailed  to:  Michael  Wong, 
President,  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center,  145 
South  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111-2826. 

Job  description  available  on  request. 
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Machine  Defeats  Incumbents  in  Vote 


It  wasn’t  a  good  day  for  incumbents  in  the 
Nov.  30  annual  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  election. 

Incumbents  Wilson  Lee,  Paul  Lee,  and  Mary 
Chin  were  defeated  by  newcomers  who  had  the 
support  of  Frank  and  Billy  Chin  behind  them. 

The  turnout  was  high  in  this  year’s  election, 
with  a  record  3099  people  casting  votes  at  the 
Fleet  Bank  in  Chinatown.  Voters  chose  seven 
candidates  to  fill  the  seven  Council  positions 
which  are  up  for  re-election  annually. 

As  in  past  elections,  questions  were  raised 
about  some  of  the  tactics  used  by  the  winning 
slate  to  get  its  candidates  elected,  as  well  as  vot¬ 
ing  procedures  at  the  bank. 

Edwin  Chu  received  1653  votes  and  Anne 


Marie  Booth  received  1368  votes  to  win  the  two 
available  seats  in  the  “organization”  category. 
Defeated  was  incumbent  Paul  Lee,  of  the 
Chinese  Economic  Development  Council,  who 
received  1322  votes. 

Hung  Goon  won  the  one  available  “agency”  seat 
by  defeating  incumbent  Mary  Chin  1667  to  1278. 

In  the  “business  category,”  Wilson  Lee,  outgo¬ 
ing  president  of  the  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association,  was  defeated  by  Cathy 
Chan  1747  to  1232.  Chan  is  associated  with 
Jumbo  Seafood  Restaurant  in  Chinatown. 

And  in  the  “other”  category,  former  Council 
member  Jason  Chung  defeated  Mei  Tung  Market 
owner  Richard  Kong  by  a  1620  to  1384  margin 

Incumbent  Father  Hugh  O’Regan  received  763 

lOOnonfinnifinnnnnonononononfinnfiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnionnnnnnnnnnnnfmHiMflmmfmmmfmnftfmnftftftftftftflflftnnflnnnflnnnnnninnfnnflrv-vnir' 


votes  and  incumbent  Mary  Soo  Hoo  received  994 
to  win  the  two  seats  available  in  the  “resident” 
category.  The  two  ran  unopposed  in  the  election. 

As  in  past  elections,  candidates  ran  on  oppos¬ 
ing  slates.  Sharing  one  slate  -  called  the  Dream 
Team  -  were  Mary  Chin,  Paul  Lee,  Anne  Marie 
Booth,  Wilson  Lee,  and  Richard  Kong.  The  only 
candidate  on  that  slate  to  win  was  Booth  On  the 
other  slate  -  which  had  the  support  of  the  Chin 
brothers  -  were  Edwin  Chu,  Hung  Goon,  Cathy 
Chan,  and  Jason  Chung.  Every  member  of  that 
slate  was  elected. 

Observers  said  the  Chin  brothers  used  their 
connections  to  restaurant  workers  and  others  in 
the  community  to  get  votes  for  the  slate  they 
were  supporting. 


Assistant  Director 

Housing  and  1  ransportation 


Wellesley  College  is  currently  seeking  a  full-time  Assistant 
Director  in  the  Housing  and  Transportation  department.  The 
Assistant  Director  is  responsible  for  the  housing  of  2150  stu¬ 
dents  in  22  residence  halls.  Organize  and  direct  the  rooming 
lottery  and  maintain  the  Banner  Student  Services  functions 
that  document  student  rooming.  Work  with  residence  staff 
and  other  student  service  departments  to  alleviate  and  solve 
rooming  issues  and  conflicts.  Counsel,  advise  and  educate 
students,  parents  and  staff  on  rooming  policy,  procedures, 
housing  options  and  room  changes.  Maintain  inventory  and 
control  of  student  room  keys.  Organize  and  manage  student 
Summer  Housing.  Assist  and  support  Director  with  the  man¬ 
agement  of  Faculty  Housing  and  Transportation  Services. 

Requirements:  Bachelor's  degree  required.  3  to  5  years  rele¬ 
vant  experience,  strong  computer  skills,  familiarity  with 
Banner  operating  system  is  desirable.  Outstanding  organiza¬ 
tional  and  interpersonal  skills  required. 

If  interested,  send  letter  of  application  and  resume  to:  Patricia  E. 
Basque,  Associate  Director  of  Human  Resources,  SP5,  Wellesley 
College,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. 
the  position  is  filled. 


Applications  will  be  accepted  until 


Wellesley  College  especially  welcomes  applications 
from  ethnic  minorities. 


f  Wellesley  College 


YouthBuild  USA  is  the  national  training  &  support  center  for 
a  network  of  dynamic  programs  that  teach  disenfranchised 
young  people  to  build  affordable  housing  &  to  build  a  future 
for  themselves.  We  are  seeking  creative  professionals  for  die 
following:  Program  Auditor:  Responsible  for  conducting 
audits  for  full  membership  of  die  Affiliated  Network. 
Bachelor’s  degree  or  equivalent  experience.  Experience  in 
non-profit/CBO  assessments  &  evaluations.  Administrative 
Assistant:  Work  for  Vice  President  who  supervises  a  staff  of 
30.  Should  have  strong  organizational  &  interpersonal  skills. 
Should  be  highly  skilled  in  word,  excel,  access,  writing  & 
editing.  3-5  years  experience  supporting  a  senior  manager  with 
complex  responsibilities.  Administrative  Assistant:  provide 
administrative  support  for  2  senior  staff.  Strong 
organizational,  computer,  writing  &  verbal  skills  required. 
Sense  of  humor,  experience  in  fundraising  &  finance 
environment  a  plus.  RESUMES:  T.H.  Jackson,  Personnel 
Manager,  YouthBuild  USA,  58  Day  Street,  POBox  440322, 
Somerville,  MA  02124.  AA/EEO.  Please  no  phone  calls. 


IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 
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One  Boston  Place 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  723-6200 
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★  Permanent  Resident  Status 

★  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 
★Temporary  Work  Visas 

★  Labor  Certifications 

★  Investors 

★  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

★  Deportation  Proceedings 
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Chinese  Editor 
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Sampan  is  a  non-profit,  non-partisan,  biweek¬ 
ly  newspaper  published  by  the  Asian  American  Civic 
Association.  Sampan  is  free  and  is  distributed  in 
Chinatown  and  the  Greater  Boston  area 

Sampan  welcomes  all  donations,  which  are 
tax-deductible.  Send  letters  to  the  editor,  commen¬ 
taries,  calendar  events  and  advertising  for  publica¬ 
tion  to  90  Tyler  St.,  Boston,  A 4A  02111 
(617)426-9492. 
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$160  per  quarter  page ;  $290 per  half  page.  There  are 
surcharges  for  translation  and/or  typesetting.  Dis¬ 
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Sampan  is  mailed  within  the  U.S.  upon  request 
via  third  class  postage  for  a  $30  charge  and  first  class 
postage  for  a  $60  charge. 
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Sampan 

We  proudly  support  the 

Asian  Community 
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SAMPAN 


DECEMBER  5, 1997 


COUNTRY  LIVING 
IN  AMHERST 


*  Newly  Renovated  Spacious  2  Bedroom  Apartments  From 
$695/Month. 

*  Brand  New  Exercise  Facility  with  Stairmaster,  Life  Cycle  & 
Nautilus  Work  Stations 

*  Heat  &  Hot  Water  Included 

*  On  Site  Laundry  Facilities 

*  Less  Than  A  Mile  From  Downtown  Amherst,  Amherst 
College  &  UMASS. 

*  On  5  College  Bus  Line  (Free) 

*  Professional  Maintenance  Staff  On  Site. 


156A  Brittany  Manor  Drive,  Amherst 


THE  BOULDERS 


1=> 

EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


MON-  FRI 


(413)  256-8534 

8:30  -  5:30  SAT  10:00  -  5:00 


ItortMand 


New  EnglancTMedical  Center 

Announces  the  Opening  of  the 

Asian  Pediatric  and  Adolescent  Clinical  Services 


New  England  Medical  Center  is  proud  to  announce  the  opening  of  our  new 
Asian  Pediatric  and  Adolescent  Clinical  Services  at  our  Floating  Hospital  for 
Children.  Our  new  Asian  Clinical  Services  program  is  staffed  by  multilingual 
Asian  clinicians  who  are  dedicated  to  improving  access  to  health  care  for  Asian 
patients.  Clinic  hours  are  flexible  including  the  addition  of  both  evening  and 
weekend  appointments.  Patients  have  24-hour  access  to  on-call  staff  who 
speak  the  Asian  languages.  Under  the  direction  of  Sue  Ponte,  M.Ed,  CPNP, 
the  staff  provides  the  full  range  of  primary  care  services,  from  routine  visits 
and  immunizations  to  acute  urgent  care,  sick  visits  and  referral  assistance. 


Sue  Chin  Ponte,  M.Ed,  CPNP 

Director,  Asian  Clinical  Services 
General  Pediatrics  and  Adolescent  Medicine 
(Recently  joined  our  clinic  after  25  years  of 
professional  service  to  the  Greater  Boston 
Asian  Community.) 

Lisa  Hung,  RN 

Nurse  Educator 


Stanley  Ip,  MD 

Primary  Care  Pediatrician 

Julia  Goon  Lee,  MPH,  MSN,  PNP 

Pediatric  Nurse  Practitioner/ 
Adolescent  Specialist 

Sindy  Chu 

Clinic  Secretary 


HOURS:  Monday-Thursday  8:30  a.m.  -  8:30  p.m.,  Friday  8:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m..  Saturday, 
9:00  a.m.  -  1 :00  p.m.  24-Hour  On-call  Coverage  in  Asian  Languages. 

Interpreter  Services  available  upon  request. 

For  more  information  or  to  schedule  an  appointment,  please  call 


(617)  636-1337. 


There's  something  new  in  health  insurance  for 
people  who  don't  have  health  insurance. 
It's  called  the  Boston  Medical  Center 
HealthNet  Plan.  It's  free  to  those  who  qualify 
for  MassHealth  benefits.  It  lets  you  choose  your 
own  doctor.  And  it  offers  great  benefits,  like 
free  over-the-counter  medicines  and  a  24-hour, 
7-day-a-week  member  services  hotline.  And 
even  if  you  lose  your  MassHealth  eligibility, 
HealthNet  providers  will  continue  to  provide 
your  health  care.  Make  the  Boston  Medical 
Center  HealthNet  Plan  your  choice. 

Call  now  for  information: 

1  -800-792-4355 


Brought  to  you  by:  Codman  Square  Health  Center  •  Dorchester  House  Multi-Service  Center  •  East  Boston  Neighborhood  Health  Center  •  Harvard  Street 
Neighborhood  Health  Center  •  Health  Care  for  the  Homeless  •  Mattapan  Community  Health  Center  •  Roxbury  Comprehensive  Community  Health  Center  •  South  Boston 
Community  Health  Center  •  South  End  Community  Health  Center  •  Upham's  Corner  Health  Center  •  Whittier  Street  Neighborhood  Health  Center  •  Boston  Medical  Center 
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aw  New  EnglandiMedical  Center 


QUINCY  POINT  CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH  HOMES,  INC. 

QUINCY,  MA  02169 

RESIDENCES  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 

Quincy  Point  Congregational  Church  Homes,  Inc.,  1000 
Southern  Artery.  Quincy,  MA  02169  is  now  accepting 
applications  for  its  waiting  list.  Quincy  Point  Homes  is  a 
641  housing  facility  for  the  elderly  financed  by  HUD. 

Contact:  Mrs.  Janet  Belcastro, 

Administrative  Assistant  617-471-1000 
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Waltham  Office 

800  South  Street,  Suite  600 
Waltham,  MA  02154 

Tel:  (617)  647-4100 


Ada  Chan 
Ken  Chan 

Savah  Chantharangsy 
Steven  Chiu 
Hung  Dang 
Roger  Tsai 


Jieling  Huang 
Thao  Le 
Lisa  Luu 
Jack  Mac 
Hien  Nguyen 
Minh  Xuan  Nguyen 
Harry  Nguyen 


Chinatown  Office 

100  Beach  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 

Tel:  (617)  368-3000 


Dustin  Pham 
Tuan  Phan 
Billy  So 
Soavia  Soeung 
Khanh  Yen  Ta 
Thuy  Vo 
Gaily  Yee 


L-.w;. 


For  career  Opportunities,  call: 

George  R.  Gordon 
Managing  Partner 
Nguyen  Mai 
Sales  Manager 
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Northeastern  University  Publications 

SENIOR  GRAPHIC  DESIGNER 

Develop,  design,  and  manage  marketing  and  informational  publications 
aimed  at  internal  and  external  audiences.  Manage  franchise  designers  and 
other  vendors  on  projects  as  needed.  BFA  in  Graphic  Design  or  related  expe¬ 
rience;  MFA  preferred.  Three  or  more  years’ experience  in  collateral  and  pub¬ 
lications  design.  Web/multimedia  experience  a  plus.  Excellent  interpersonal 
skills,  including  effective  communication  skills.  Excellent  organizational  skills, 
including  ability  to  work  within  tight  schedules  and  budgets.  Extensive  knowl¬ 
edge  of  all  graphic  arts  production  techniques,  procedures,  and  design  soft¬ 
ware  tools  in  a  Macintosh  environment.  Send  resume  to  Robert  Davison, 
Design  Director,  716  Columbus  Ave.,  Suite  598,  Boston,  MA  02125. 

Northeastern  is  an  equal  opportunity/affirmative  action,  Title  IX  university. 
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Forever  Living  Products  Business  Center  '] 

Michael  O’Sullivan,  General  Manager  'f| 

136  Washington  Street,  Quincy,  MA  02169  J 

{  Tel:  (617)  472-3633  Fax:(617)  472-3603  J| 

Office  ho-  -s:  Mon.  -Fri.  12:00  to  6:00  PM  1j 
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Museum  off  Science 

IM/r'' 

Fun  First  Fridays! 

Exhibit  Halls  Admission  4  p.m. — 9  p.m. 

Present  this  coupon  and  S2  per  person  at  the  Box  Office  for  admission  into  the 
I  Museum  of  Science  Exhibit  Halls.  This  offer  cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offer, 
including  combination  admission  discounts.  Coupon  is  good  for  admission  for  up  to 
6  people  on  one  of  the  following  dates:  1997-  11/7,  12/S  and  1998  -  1/2,  2/6,  3/6, 
4/3,  S/1,  6/S,  7/3,  8/7,  9/4,  10/2.  Not  valid  for  Omni,  Planetarium,  or  Laser  shows. 
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•Annual  Percentage  Yields  are  as  of  October  22.  1997  and  are  subject  to  change  following  to  opening  of  a  pass  book 

savings  account  Account  tees  may  reduce  earnings  on  this  account.  A  penalty  may  be  imposed  for  early  withdrawal  on 
certificates  of  deposit  $250  minimum  balance  required  to  open  o  pass  book  savings  account,  $  1 000  minimum 
balance  required  to  open  6  month  and  1 2  month  CD’s  Member  FDIC 
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Imitation  is  the  sincerest 

FORM  OF  FlATTERy.  BUT 
bEING  CREEk  IS  MORE 
THAN  JUST  A  look.  It's 
a  pnilosopny.  It's  an 
UNCOMpIlCAIEd  WAy  OF  dOING 
buSINESS  WITH  SIMplE  FORMS,  FAST 
AppROVAls  ANd  HIGH  qUAllTy 
SERVICE.  All  THE  blG  bANk 
AdVANTAGES,  IlkE  COMpEIITIVE 


RATES  ON  SAVINGS,  IRA, 
CD  ANd  NOW  ACCOUNTS, 
WITHOUT  All  THE  blG 
bANk  buREAUCRAcy.  It's 
WHy  dOING  buSINESS 
WITH  US  IS  SO  CONVENIENT.  AFTER 
All,  buildlNG  A  bETTER  bANk  TAkES 
MORE  THAN  AN  ARCHITECT.  FOR 
MORE  INFORMATION,  CAll 

(6  17)  567-2200. 


Pass  Book  Savings 

3.04% 

APY* 

6  Month  CD 

5.25% 

APY* 

1 2  Month  CD 

5.60% 

APY* 
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Quincy  MH  Center 


Adult  &  Child/ Adolescent 
MH  Case  Managers 


Responsible  lor  case  coordination  of  services  for  adult  and  child/adolescent  MH 
population,  including  eligibility  determination,  referrals,  treatment  plan  development, 
monitoring  and  advocacy.  Three  years'  experience  in  human  services  working  with 
clients  with  mental  or  emotional  disorders.  BA/BS  in  Psychology,  Social  Work  or 
Human  Services  preferred.  Salary:  $30K-$39K. 
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Mental  Health  Workers 


Full-time  opportunities  in  our  inpatient  unit;  rotating  and  fixed  shifts 
available.  Salary:  $19,878-$23,778. 

Excellent  benefits.  Resumes:  Donna  Shetler,  DMH  Metro  Suburban 
Area,  45  Hospital  Rd.,  Medfield,  MA  02052.  EEQ/AA  M/F/D/V 
Employer. 
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COMPUTER  SUPPORT 


Large,  technologically  advanced  organization  with  fast-paced, 
heterogeneous  environment  seeks  computer  professionals  with  excellent 
troubleshooting,  organizational,  analytical,  communication  skills. 
Located  in  new  technology  center  in  Chelsea  convenient  to  Route  1  and 
public  transportation.  Competitive  salaries. 


SOFTWARE  SUPPORT 

Play  key  role  in  bringing  new  technolog)' 
to  end  users,  including  testing,  configu¬ 
ration,  documentation.  Troubleshoot 
wide  range  of  software  problems 
Requires  expertise  with  DOS,  Windows 
3-1,  Windows  95,  popular  PC  software  in 
networked  environment;  ability  to  coor¬ 
dinate  solutions. 


HELP  DESK 

Provide  telephone  support  for  2000+ 
users  from  initial  problem  diagnosis 
through  final  problem  resolution. 
Troubleshoot  wide  range  of  systems 
problems.  Requires  1  year  computer 
support  experience,  including  Windows 
and  other  PC  software  in  networked 
environment. 


Please  forward  resume  with  cover  letter  and  salary  expectations, 
specifying  position  you  are  applying  for,  to: 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Revenue 
Attn:  V.  M.  Johnson,  Room  707N,  PO  Box  9690,  Boston,  MA  02114 
Fax:  (617)626-3439 

An  equal  opportunity  affirmative  action  employer 


YfCJiVLt' 


3  WfclMtftT  >4i4A«-t-*0- 

tZ  tu  •]  (MetUfe  Secunbes,  Inc)  '  4$,  41  T  M. 

%  **■*  -H-#  to 

*4**4t«  •  *.#M*«.«**4 

it CMt  T  ft  3-**) 

;  **  ■  it-tA  T 

S  t  •  it<4-  -  *** 

tt «  •  v  «  m. «  p  «  t-  n  «  *  « 

•  A,  «#>#*.■«.  OF  ft  • 

99  ('hauncy  Street,  Suite  600, 
Boston,  MA02111 
TEL:  (617)  292-0888  Ex.  128 
FAX:  (617)  482-8966 


Bobby  Lau,  LUTCF 

Financial  Planner 

CjMetLife 

GET  MET  IT  PAYS 
MetLife  Securities.  Inc  New  York.  N  Y 
9603 19BA  (EXP  12/97)  MSLLD 


LIVE-IN 

SUPERINTENDENT 

English/Chinese  speaking 
person  needed  to  perform 
routine  maint.  in  2  Chinese 
occupied  bldgs  in  Chinatown 
section  of  Boston.  Requires 
working  knowledge  of  electric, 
plumbing,  heating,  light 
carpentry  and  cleaning.  Must 
be  able  to  read/writc  English. 
Knowledge  of  Cantonese  dialect 
a  plus.  Resume  to:  S-C 
Management  Corp. 

Attn:  Ms.  Kan 

2  Brookline  Place,  Suite  #206 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
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Administrative  Assistant 

Housing'  anti  I  transportation 


Wellesley  College  is  currently  seeking  a  25  hour  per  week,  full 
year.  Administrative  Assistant  in  the  Housing  and  Transpor¬ 
tation  department.  The  Administrative  Assistant  will  provide 
administrative  support  to  the  Director  and  Assistant  Director  on 
all  departmental  matters,  interact  with  faculty,  staff  and  students 
in  an  often  demanding  environment.  Maintain  and  update  files 
and  data  pertaining  to  faculty  housing,  student  housing  and 
transportation  issues.  Coordinate  faculty  housing  application 
and  placement  process.  Prepare  and  process  rental  contracts. 
Compile  and  maintain  housing  statistics.  Coordinate  and  facili¬ 
tate  maintenance  requests  and  assist  with  budget  management 
Interview,  hire  and  supervise  a  small  staff  of  student  workers. 
Assist  in  the  management  of  Summer  Housing. 

Requirements:  Associate's  degree  preferred.  Excellent  organiza¬ 
tional  and  interpersonal  skills,  office  management  experience 
and  computer  knowledge  required.  Proficiency  with  Excel,  Word 
6  and  Banner  is  desirable. 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Carolyn  Slaboden, 
Empio'rment  Specialist,  SP5,  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. 
Forfu.lest  consideration,  applicalions'should  be  received  by  December 
12, 1997. 

Wellesley  College  especially  welcomes  applications 
from  ethnic  minorities. 
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J.  S.  Waterman  +  Sons 

J.S.  Waterman  +  Sons  -  Eastman  ■  Waring  Funeral  Service 
Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 


4  II  if!  4  4  Kenneth  F.  Bennett  Senior  Counselor  and  Funeral  Director 
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Quincy 

(61 7)472-1*1  .'7 
576  Hancock  St 
86  CopcIarrJ  St 

Dewarc  Fuiientl 
I  Ionic 


Boston 

(617)  536-41 10 
495  Commonwealth  A\c 

J.  S.  Waterman  & 
Sons  -  Waring 


Other  i/ocations  1-8W-344-7526 
(Reach  All  Locations) 
Wellesley  -  Sudbury  - 
Fall  River  -  Lynn 

Fairhavcn  •  Dartmouth  -  New  Bedford 
Framingham  -  Peabody  - 
Norwood  -  Marblehead 
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A  message  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health. 


